MAKING TRACKS
“There is a railway line in England which fights its way over the gaunt
Pennine uplands to make a vital communication between South and
North. A line which tested to the utmost the peerless constructional skill of
British railway engineers. A line, which braves the rugged contours of wild
fell and striding dale, and which defies the freakish, unpredictable
weather of its chosen path. A line which, in climbing from near sea level
to its summit of 1,169 feet, took a stern toll of human life The name of this
stretch of railroad steel – seventy three miles of it – is the Settle-Carlisle
line.”
The Story of the Settle-Carlisle Line, F W Houghton and W H Foster (1948)

The school mistress
Miss hutchinson
” Miss Hutchinson, who has long been the
schoolmistress over the children at the huts,
teaches reading, writing, arithmetic, singing, map
drawing, and different kinds of needle work.
Though she is a young lady of little stature, she
is of a merry temperament, and her mode of
gaining the attention of her scholars and of
exercising them in singing and other infantile
exercises shews that she is well adapted for her
important work”.
Thus wrote a visitor to the Crow Hill railway school in
1873. Crow Hill was a temporary village for the men
constructing the Crow Hill cutting and Helm tunnel
near Crosby Garrett. There were between forty and
fifty huts at Crow Hill and Helm, each with up to twelve
inhabitants.
Cumberland Advertiser 22nd July 1873; Census returns.

the Resident Engineer
Tony Freschini - retired
In the early 1980’s it was believed that the famous
Ribblehead viaduct was in such poor condition that it
would need replacing before the decade was out. The
huge cost of building a new viaduct was one of the
reasons why the line was threatened with closure.
British Railways agreed to carry out a trial repair
scheme. The man responsible for this work was Tony
Freschini, the Resident Engineer. Tony was born in
Bradford in 1939. He started his railway career as a
draughtsman in the District Engineer’s Office in
Manchester. He progressed in his career, which
included work on the reconstruction of Euston station in
the 1960’s. Ten years later he supervised construction
of the bridge carrying the Settle-Carlisle line over the
A66 Appleby by pass.
Probably Tony’s greatest achievement was to
produce a plan to repair Ribblehead viaduct –
it did not need replacing. He then went on to
supervise the work to fully restore the viaduct that
was completed in 1992.
Tony pictured left (wearing the orange jacket), SCRT Collection
‘The battle for the Settle Carlisle’ by James Towler, SCRT Collection

The signalmen and women
‘The signalmen have well-marked characteristics of
both habit and deportment…they are fond of
handicrafts and gardening. Their hobbies over-flow
into their signal boxes and potted geraniums and such
like appear at the back of the levers, while seasonally
green tomatoes appear on the long window ledges.’
‘The men are amiable and easy to talk with. The long,
solitary watches have made thinkers of them, and they
are satisfying companions. They should be good to live
with but this is for their wives to testify.
In the winter they nonchalantly break up a handful of
ice for the kettle; they know what it is to watch the
snow build up to and then darken the windows of their
eyrie; and, when the last copper strand has snapped,
they have experienced the final desolation which
severance of communication brings.’
‘During the Second German War women played
a noble part in the nation’s struggle…
To Selside belongs the distinction of being
one of the first main-line boxes to be
operated, on all three turns of duty, by
women.’
Extracts from The Settle-Carlisle Line by F W Houghton and W H Foster (1948)

The navvies
“Those stalwarts who built the line by the strength
of their shoulders and who salted it with the
sweat of their brows…the wild and Irishy”
6000 men worked on the construction of the Settle –
Carlisle Railway. Some were steady workers, employed
by the contractors. Most were transient labourers,
whose accents represented every corner of Britain.
According to the 1871 census, there were navvies
working at Batty Green from 34 different countries.
They were strong as oxen and fueled by beef and
beer. They swarmed and they multiplied, building
shanty towns and communities with schools, pubs and
slaughter houses.
It was dangerous work. Accidents were numerous and
disease was rife. In Chapel-le-Dale alone, 100 dwellers
died in the six year of construction.
Dressed in shirt, knee breeches, ribbed
woolen stockings, waistcoat, neckerchief,
coat and hat, they toiled and they labored,
they fought and they died until every inch
of the railway was completed.
Extract from The Settle-Carlisle Line by F W Houghton and W H Foster (1948)

The civil engineer
Charles stanley sharland
“Get up there and find a way for
the new railroad!”
Charles Sharland was born in New Norfolk, Tasmania in
October 1844 and immigrated into the UK aged 18,
where he became an assistant in the office of the
Maryport and Carlisle Railway.
Once deemed impossible, the route from Settle to
Carlisle would travel over the Pennine uplands and
rugged contours of fell and dale, spanning seventythree miles and with a height difference of over 1,100
feet.
It became the challenge for Stanley, who
was commissioned as surveyor and engineer
to tame the terrain; blasting new beds for
rivers, building viaducts and cutting through
hills. His, was the genius that built the railway.
Charles Stanley Sharland died of tuberculosis
aged 25. He never saw the railway finished.

The chairman
Edward Shipley ellis
Edward Shipley Ellis of Leicester was the only son of
John Ellis, railway pioneer, and Martha Shipley, who
died shortly after his birth.
Ellis was a patron of the arts, as well as industry. He was
responsible for helping to set up Leicester Museum, the
free library, the Art School, the Permanent and
Temperance Building Society.
A Leicester Literary & Philosophical Society member, he
became Mayor in 1860 and followed his father as
Chairman of the Midland Railway at the time of its
maximum expansion.
He was Chairman at the time of opening the
Settle – Carlisle Railway and was responsible
for much of the Midland Railway’s growth, as
well as the attempt to abolish privatelyowned wagons – not fully effective at the
time.
Image: Edward Shipley Ellis (unknown artist)
New Walk Museum & Art Gallery, Leicester Arts and Museums Service

The forgetful
The following objects were recorded in the
Midland Railway: Lost Property Register, 1899-1965
1899

(First entry). One entry ‘2 Bales of asparagus.
Left on platform. Sold to Coates for 3/-‘

1901

Three entries on same day including ‘pair of clogs’
found on the 6.35pm ex Hellifield. Sent to Derby.

1906

Peacock feather found in Ladies Waiting Room.

1906

Pair Gents drawers. Handed out of 3.25pm

1917

Paper bag containing dead rabbit, Found on
platform seat.

1919

Soldiers caps, The Kings Own.

1919

Rhode Island cock alive in sack.
Found on a platform seat.

1923

False teeth. Found by Ganger Procter on line.

1934

Top set of false teeth found by R. Dixon on line.

1944

Civilian gas mask belonging to Elaine Dougal, from
Carmarthen.

1965

(Last entry) Brown pigskin purse.

Most common items were umbrellas and coats.
Museum of North Craven Life collection | Image: stock photograph

THE WOMAN ON A MISSION
ELIZABETH GARNETT
Elizabeth Garnett was born in Otley in 1839. She was the
daughter of a Vicar and aware of the brutal lives of the
navvies from a young age.
Garnett was so concerned about the hard living
conditions, the lack of education and the surplus of
alcohol that she co-founded the Christian Excavators'
Union (the Temperance Blue Ribbon Army) and the
Navvie's Mission. The mission was founded in 1877 and
Garnett was the driving force within it.
She published Little Rainbow which was the first of the
"navvy novels", the sale of which provided funds for the
mission. The mission grew, supplying missionaries,
libraries and education at remote camps for navvies
across Yorkshire, as well as soup kitchens and saving
banks.
Though much of her work was around West Yorkshire,
her influence resonated further and when the Navvy
Mission Society merged with the Christian
Socialist Union in 1919, forming the
Industrial Christian Fellowship, it
continued to pursue social reform
and welfare.
Image: Elizabeth Garnett, The Navvies’ Friend

The engine driver
John little
John was born in 1831 in Cumberland. In 1871 he was
living at the navvy settlement at Blea Moor, near
Ribblehead, at No 10 Batty Wife Hole (named after a
beck or water hole) and worked as an engine driver.
A temporary railway was built to move material around
during the construction of the main railway (which
opened in 1875). It is likely that John worked on this.
At the time of the 1871 census John was aged about 40
and was married to Mary who was aged about 35. At the
time they had two children living with them (Jane aged 8
and John Charles aged 6). Sadly, they had lost two
younger children. Frederick died on 5th Feb and his brother
Tom (18 months) followed just 4 days later on 9th Feb. It is
likely they were victims of a smallpox epidemic which
struck the navvy settlement in 1871. A hospital was built
the following year.
John and Mary had another child (Frederick
Atkinson) in 1871 and by the time of the 1881
census had returned to their home town in
Cumberland where John was employed as
an engine driver.
Image: John Little (courtesy of John Lockyer, whose wife was a relative of John Little)
Extract from burial register, Chapel-le-dale, Feb 1871

