THE FOLLY

The Folly as it would have looked in the early 18th Century

Settle’s house of mystery
The Folly was built by wealthy Settle solicitor Richard Preston in the
late 17th century. We cannot be certain of the exact date it was built as
no records exist from that time and the date carved above the doorway
has weathered too much for us to read it. It could be 1675 or 1679.
Why a ‘house of mystery’? Well, we know who had the house built and
what he did for a living but Richard Preston’s life remains shrouded in
uncertainty: How did he make enough wealth to build such a large and
extraordinary house? Why when he died was the house only partly
furnished?
The house sat on what was the main road into Settle - a prime location
and one which would have shown Preston’s wealth and
status within the town. The upper floors are later
additions, which date from the early eighteenth century.
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THE KITCHEN

The original kitchen, known as ‘ye Kitching’ of the 17 th century home
of wealthy Settle Solicitor Richard Preston. This room was the family’s
kitchen, living room and dining room. Richard’s wife, Lettice would
have spent most of her time in here with the other females of the
household.
Richard Preston would have ensured that his wife had all of the modcons of the era. The large fireplace would have contained a clockwork
jack that turned roasting spits for cooking meat (you can still see the
bolts used for the jack in the arch of the fireplace).
Yorkshire havercakes would have been cooked on a bakestone and the
peat fire would have smouldered all day and probably through the
night. Preston was wealthy enough to be able to afford coal too, which
would have been brought by cart from Ingleton or Garsdale.
It would have been a warm and comfortable room for
the family to gather, dine and share stories.
Look out for the carved protective stones above the
windows.

THE MAIN HALL

The Hall was the main business and entertaining room for Richard Preston. As a
wealthy solicitor with a high status in the community he would be expected to
meet clients in certain comfort and to provide lavish dinners for acquaintances
and potential wealthy connections.
No money was spared in the design of the Main Hall, which has one of the best
preserved and finest fireplaces in the region. Its ‘joggled voussoirs’ are an
unusual feature, which derive from an Islamic design. In the 17th century there
was a renewed enthralment in the study of Arabic manuscripts and if Preston
had an interest in them himself this will likely have influenced the design of the
fireplace. Each stone has an Arabic numeral carved into the back to ensure the
right order.
The beautiful, wide staircase may have been a later edition, as the Prospect
Tower was added above the Main Hall in the early 18th century. This tower
would have afforded the house extensive views.
There is no staircase leading into the tower. It seems that it would have
been accessed up a ladder and through a trap door, which is very
mysterious indeed.
What do you think the room at the top of the tower might have
been used for?

THE PARLOUR

The South Parlour would have been an intimate room for entertainment. The
word Parlour is derived from the French word ‘Parloir or ‘Parler’ meaning to
speak. It was likely that this room was kept for more intimate and private
conversations, away from the hubbub of the family room and where Preston and
his contemporaries could not be overheard.
The impressive thirty-two light window was built along the length of the west
wall and into the corner of the room. It wraps around to the south for maximum
light through the day.
The carved stones at the tops of the windows are thought to be protective
devices known as ‘apotropaic’. Protecting the home from evil is thought to be an
ancient practice. There are three designs within The Folly, which incorporate
symbols of infinity. Three was a special number, which represented the Trinity.
With Preston’s busy life as a solicitor it was inevitable that he would have
amassed a number of enemies, so his decision to build protective devices into his
home will have been driven by his desire to keep himself and his family safe.
See if you can find all of the protective stones in The Folly.

the chambers

The Folly as it looked in Richard Preston’s day with only two storeys

Above the Main Hall sits the Hall Chamber, which was likely the principal
bedroom for Richard Preston.
Preston was a highly educated man, who often visited York and London. His
house would have contained expensive books and manuscripts. He would have
frequented Coffee Houses and been introduced to new and exciting subjects as
the overseas colonies expanded and he would have been keen to keep up with
the latest fashions in architecture, clothing and reading material.
In the inventory following Preston’s death, the bed in the Hall Chamber was
valued at three times that of any other bed in the house. Other furniture
included: an ark, two oak chests, a square table, a screen, a stool upholstered in
green fabric and four little boxes. There was no mention of any books.
The ‘South Parlour’ Chamber would have been light and well-appointed during
Preston’s years as a successful solicitor. During the inventory this room, appears
to have been used as a store for a curious array of objects including a crab winch
and boards and axles from a cart. None of the rooms on the second floor were
included in the inventory. We can only assume that at the time of his death
Richard Preston’s house was in a state of disarray.
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The time when The Folly was built (the late 17th century) was a fascinating and
turbulent era in English history. It was a time when highwaymen ruled the
highways and pirates ruled the seas. Henry Morgan, the original Pirate of the
Caribbean, was raiding Spanish settlements around this time and John Nevison,
the famous Yorkshire-born highwayman was on the run from the authorities.
During the latter part of the 17th century the Royal Greenwich Observatory was
being built by King Charles II, John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress is being printed,
the English colonists are fighting with native Americans over territorial rights,
battles rage in Scotland between the English and the Scots and on a gentler note
the first chrysanthemums are being planted in Europe.
Coffee Houses increased in popularity at this time. They were places to be seen,
to conduct business and discuss political and religious affairs. Preston often
visited York and London, which were filled with Coffee Houses, known as
‘penny universities’, as they would charge a penny admission, giving access to
newspapers and intellectual conversation.
Do you think Richard Preston ever encountered a highwayman?
What subjects do you think fascinated Richard Preston and which
allegiances do you think he swore during this tempestuous time?

The future

After the death of Richard Preston in 1696 the house continued to be lived in by
his widow Lettice and their daughters. In 1703 the land belonging to Preston was
partitioned between his daughters and their husbands and it was his daughter
Margaret and her husband Richard Ellershaw, Vicar of Giggleswick, who
inherited the house. It was quickly sold on to Margaret Dawson and her son
William.
The Folly (or Settle Hall as it was known then) remained in the ownership of the
Dawson family until 1983.
Later, it was turned into a tenanted farm bringing with it 449 acres of land,
though not the use of the full house, some of which was let to other families,
boarders and lodgers. You can see the graffiti left by some of the lodgers on the
fireplaces.
In the late 19th century part of The Folly was refreshment rooms, a fish and chip
shop, a furniture shop, the home of the Settle Young Men’s Friendly Society, a
joiners and even a GP surgery. Today, The Folly is owned by the
North Craven Building Preservation Trust and has finally been
brought back into one single building for the first time in many
years. We have plans to open it up in its entirety to the public.
If you would like to learn more about The Folly
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our Guide Book is available to buy from the desk.
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