The great
silence

This exhibition has been researched and created by Kate Croll, a
member of the team who has over the last few years been exploring
the impacts of World War I on the residents of North Craven.
Taking your peaceful share of Time, with joy to spare.
But the past is just the same--and War's a bloody game...
Have you forgotten yet?...
Look down, and swear by the slain of the War that you'll never forget.
(Siegfried Sassoon)

A Land fit for Heroes
Although the homecoming was a moment of joy,
the returning soldiers were not always able to
pick up their former lives. The world had
changed and life at home seemed alien. There
were aspects of the war that could not be
spoken about, especially with those who stayed
at home. Some experienced a sense of guilt that
they had survived. There was a wall of silence
which could only be broken with fellow
servicemen. Many Comrade Associations were
formed, including one in Settle.
Demobilization was complicated and slow. With so
many men returning, the employment market was
flooded and many men found it difficult to get work.
There were delays with pensions leading to appeals for
relief. There was a serious economic depression
between 1920 and 1921. Britain had incurred huge debts
during the war. In 1919 more than two million workers
went on strike, including the miners and railway
workers.
The misery was compounded by more outbreaks of Spanish Flu.
Worldwide the epidemic infected over 500 million people and at
least 50 million died. In the Settle area, there were outbreaks in
December 1918 and again in February 1919.
And what of the women, no longer needed when the Land Army
disbanded, the munitions factories closed and nurses were not
needed in such great numbers? Many were content to have “their
man” home but attitudes had definitely changed and the
emancipation of women had begun.

Coping with Wounds
seen and unseen
One in four soldiers were affected by mental disorders which were then
little understood. Living with dead bodies in the trenches, the loss of
comrades and the violence they had both suffered and inflicted often
led men to suffer from nightmares and become aggressive. Sudden
noises and bright lights made them vulnerable. Shell-shock,
unrecognised by specialists at the time, meant that affected men could
be interred in psychiatric institutions or returned home where they
often isolated themselves with their memories.
Over 40,000 British servicemen came home from
the war having lost one or more limbs. They had to
cope with crippling disabilities and pain.
Roehampton Hospital in Surrey specialised in
making and fitting artificial limbs with training
opportunities but there was a long waiting list.
Nearly 3,000 men had been blinded or had partially
lost their sight. The charity St Dunstan’s was
founded in 1915 to support those who had lost their
sight. Many had wrecked lungs or had suffered terrible mutilations and disfigurement.
Modern plastic surgery techniques were pioneered at Queen’s Hospital, Sidcup by Dr
Harold Gillies in an effort to help those with facial damage.
The Ministry of Pensions was set
up in 1916 to provide those
wounded in the war with
pensions. The rules were
complicated and the amount
awarded varied depending on the
severity
of
the
disability.
The Ministry also
provided
opportunities to
retrain but it all took
time due to the vast
numbers involved.

Sculptor Francis Derwent Wood
made tin masks to hide terrible disfigurements

Following the Dukes
Using the Regimental War Diary, we have followed the
1/6th Battalion of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment
ever since September 1914. In January 1919 we find them
in Auby in Northern France. The year began with a
paper chase for officers and men, with the next few
months spent in salvage work, educational training and
sport. Gradually the troops returned home for
demobilisation.
On 8 February, over 200 men joined the 13th Battalion
and became part of the Army of Occupation. One of the
terms of the Armistice was for the withdrawal of all
German forces to the east of the River Rhine with an
Allied occupation zone created to its west.
Photograph from the Craven Herald of the
return of the 6th Battalion to Skipton

Five corps formed the British Army of the Rhine located
in the vicinity of Cologne, but by February 1920 all the
volunteer troops had returned home to be replaced by
the regular army.

In March the remains of the battalion moved into
new billets in Douai to guard the railway. On 16 June
the remaining three officers and 23 other ranks
embarked aboard the ship “St George” for
Southampton.
They were joined by many of their demobilised
colleagues in Skipton on 19 June for a civic reception
and welcome home. At a service in Holy Trinity
Church the regimental colours were deposited in
the church where they hang to this day.

Above: The Regimental colours of the 1/6th Battalion of the Duke
of Wellington’s Regiment hang in Holy Trinity Church, Skipton
Left: Photographs taken by a soldier in the Army of Occupation
of Duran and the Hohenzollern Bridge in Cologne

Memorials to the Missing
Many bodies were found but could not be
identified. Many were never found at all. Nearly
half of the men who died have no known grave.
Massive memorials to the missing were erected
on the Western Front. Thiepval on the Somme,
the Menin Gate at Ypres, Tyne Cot on the Ypres
Salient and at Arras. There are memorials at
Gallipoli, at Jerusalem and at Basra, all
remembering the lost.
Richard Monk from Settle is amongst the missing
at Arras

At Portsmouth, Plymouth and Chatham there are
the Naval Monuments which commemorate some
10,000 sailors also with no known grave.
After the Armistice, many families were hopeful
that their “missing soldier” would somehow come
home. Perhaps they had been taken prisoner or lost
their memory or were lying in a hospital
somewhere. As time went on they ceased to be
“missing” and were classed as “presumed dead”.

Farrand Earnshaw from Kirby Malham was
lost on 1 July. His name is inscribed at Thiepval

Not knowing and having no grave was heart breaking
for the families at home.
An Army Chaplain, the Rev. David Railton, had a
wonderful idea: to bring the body of an unknown
soldier from one of the battlefields and for him to be
buried with full military honours in Westminster
Abbey.
The idea took hold and so on Armistice Day 1920 the
Unknown Warrior was buried at the west end of the
nave of the abbey. By the end of that afternoon tens
of thousands of people had walked past the grave.
Over a million people visited in the first week. It gave
huge comfort to many bereaved families – it might
just be “their boy”.
Coffin of the Unknown Warrior at
Westminster Abbey (IWM)

Some Good Things
There were many innovations that resulted from the Great War.
Here is a selection At the end of the Paris Peace Conference, the League of Nations was
founded in January 1920, the forerunner of the United Nations.
 The class system, so rigid before the war, was breaking down, people
were less deferential, society was becoming more democratic.
 Prosthetics were created to help soldiers who had lost limbs.
 The pioneering work of plastic surgery which helped the disfigured.
 The material originally used as filters in gas masks was used to make
tissues.
 Sanitary towels began to be manufactured using a very absorbent
material called cellucotton which had been used for bandages.
 Blood transfusions had taken place since the 1600’s but an American
doctor discovered a way to store blood in Blood Banks so transfusions
could be given close to the battlefront.
 British Summer Time was brought in to give farmers more daylight
hours.
 Wristwatches were designed to be
worn on the wrist and were much
more convenient than pocket
watches in the trenches.
 Women’s clothing was less
constricted – corsets, long dresses
and cumbersome hats were out
and some (only some) women got
the vote!

The Peace of Versailles
After over 4 years of war, the guns finally fell silent at 11.00 am on 11 November 1918.
There is an extraordinary recording of that moment with guns firing right up to 11
o’clock, then complete silence followed by birdsong.
This was just an Armistice. In
January 1919 delegates from all over
the world met in Paris. It was to be
several months before the Peace of
Versailles was signed with
Germany on 28 June 1919. The terms
The graphic record of an audio recording of the moment the guns
were draconian: The German army
stopped firing on the River Moselle on the American front. Moments
was to be radically reduced in size,
later birdsong can be heard.
German colonies were taken away, as
was much territory along its borders. The most contentious issue was the inclusion of
the “War Guilt Clause”. By this Germany was forced to take full responsibility for the
war and was to make full reparation. This resulted in terrible economic hardship and
fuelled resentment, later to be exploited by Hitler.
That was all in the future, meanwhile
the towns and villages of North Craven
were determined to celebrate “the
Peace”. Saturday 19 July was designated
the day for national celebrations,
although some villages chose different
days throughout the summer.
Celebrations in Langcliffe included dressing up, processing around
the village then following the village band to Settle and dancing
“the Jazz” by torchlight

In Settle, the festivities began on the Friday
evening with a supper for the discharged
servicemen, followed by a Fancy Dress Ball in the
school. On the Saturday afternoon, the Brass Band
led a procession to the Archery Field for Sports,
followed by Tea and a procession in Fancy Dress
with wagonettes provided for the disabled. After
the judging there was just time for some dancing
before climbing the hills to watch for bonfires.

War Grave Cemeteries
During the war it had been particularly important to bury the
dead as quickly as possible. Retrieving bodies, or often bits of
bodies, was dangerous and had to be done at night. I.D. tags were
worn around the neck.
The Chaplains were responsible for burying the dead and the Rev.
Harry Blackburne realised the importance of keeping records and
kept careful accounts of burials with map references, but
problems arose as often the burial grounds were fought over again
and again. As the war progressed, the magnitude of the task grew.
Fabian Ware of the Red Cross worked to establish the Graves
Registration Commission. More permanent cemeteries were
established and record keeping improved where possible.

The Reverend Harry
Blackburne

The Imperial War Graves Commission was founded in 1917 with Fabian Ware as Vice
Chairman. It became the Commonwealth War Graves Commission in 1960.
After the Armistice, it became less dangerous to bury
or rebury the dead. Many cemeteries were created on
land given to Britain by the host nation. It had been
decided in 1915, that none of the British or Empire war
dead could be brought home to be buried. This caused
a massive outcry from bereaved families but the
Commission stood firm in its belief that all the dead
should be treated equally.

John West of Langcliffe is buried at
Talana Farm
Cemetery near Ypres

The cemeteries that we
see today are the vision
of Sir Frederic Kenyon,
each like a garden.
There
are
flower
borders, a Cross of
Sacrifice and a Stone of
Remembrance.

Lijssenthoek Cemetery

The headstones are of a uniform shape and size, each with a
regimental badge, name and rank, the date of death, a religious
symbol and an inscription from the family if they wanted one.
Where it was not possible to identify the body, Rudyard Kipling’s
inscription was added “A Soldier of the Great War. Known unto God”

Ways of Remembering
“Have you forgotten yet?” are the opening lines of the poem “Aftermath” by
Siegfried Sassoon.
To coincide with the 1st Anniversary of the Armistice, a temporary wooden
cenotaph was built in Whitehall, London to be a focal point for the nation’s
grief. It was replaced with the stone one of today soon after. King George
V supported the idea of a two-minute silence at 11 o’clock. On that first
Armistice Day everybody and everything stopped. It was described as “a
great awful silence” in The Times. Ever since, we have continued to remember the fallen
and observed a two-minute silence on Remembrance Sunday often at a ceremony at our
own village or town war memorial.
Local memorials were raised by public subscription and inscribed with the names of
those who had died. Tablets and plaques were placed in schools and churches. Parks,
memorial halls and playing fields were created. Sometimes the memorial took a practical
form – in Giggleswick there is a Memorial footbridge, Hawes Methodist Church has a
Memorial organ. Scafell Pike peak was given as a war memorial by Lord Leconfield to the
National Trust.
The idea of the Poppy appeal originated in Canada, then France, and was adopted by Earl
Haig in 1921 to support his fund for ex- servicemen. The poppies were made by former
soldiers.
In the Craven area, Walter Morrison, conceived
the idea and paid for a book called “Craven’s Part
in the Great War”. It was distributed to all
families who had lost members and to all those
who had served. Now all that information and
much more can be accessed on the internet at
www.cpgw.org.uk.
The statues of St Michael and the Virgin Mary were
designed as a War Memorial outside the Catholic
Church in Settle. Now they are beside the new Church

Even before the war had
ended, the bereaved wanted
to make pilgrimages to the
battlefields and guide books
were published.

In the December 1920 issue of the Settle Parish Magazine, there
is an article advertising arrangements made by the Council of
the YMCA whereby the graves of soldiers could be visited,
transport and accommodation arranged with guides at a cost of
£5 5s 10d.

Slaidburn Memorial, erected
to soldiers from Slaidburn,
Dunsop and Newton

