MEMENTO MORI
Curious Tales from the
‘Ancient’ Graveyard
What ancient tales, curious and mesmerising
lie beneath the Holy Ascension Graveyard?
Let us unearth some of them for you……

“My sledge and hammer both declined,
My bellows they have lost the wind,
My fire extinct, my forge decayed,
And in the dust my vice is laid.
My coals have spent, my iron gone,
My nails are drove, my work is done.”
Detail from the grave of Luke Ralph, Blacksmith who died aged 49,
two of his children James and William, his two wives Agnes and Elizabeth
and a grandson, William (C9)

S

Settle’s Holy Ascension church was consecrated in 1838, the year of the coronation of
Queen Victoria. Between the years 1838 and 2000 over 3000 people were buried within
the graveyard of this small town.
Settle District U3A Family History Group is running an ambitious project to transcribe
all the gravestones in order to preserve the inscriptions. The old church burial plan
was not kept up to date, so this project also aims to fill some gaps in what is known
about the people interred there. The group started with the oldest “Ancient” graveyard,
- some 900 graves between 1838 and 1882. The Ancient graveyard was legally closed
for new graves in 1882 because it was “dangerously full”.
The grave plan provided will help you locate the graves mentioned in this exhibition
as it shows the positions of the graves in the ‘Ancient’ section. The Old and New
sections contain more recent graves.
Sarah Lister has researched the lives of those buried in the Ancient graveyard, and
fascinating stories have emerged - triumphs to overcome adversity, benevolent spirit,
rags to riches and the occasional tragedy and scandal. These stories celebrate the lives
and heritage of Settle's wonderful forefathers and mothers. Full stories are available
in the folders. We are pleased to announce that a book of Sarah’s stories is being
published next year and you can pre-order your copy from The Folly.
Many thanks to Sarah Lister for contributing her research and assisting with the
development of this exhibition and thank you to the Holy Ascension Church for sharing
their stories. Other thanks are numerous and it goes without saying that the help of all
who were involved is very much appreciated.
Please note that any errors are unintentional. Sarah would love to hear from you if you
have any ancestors in the graveyard. Please contact her on settleresearch@gmail.com

GOD MOVES
IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS
Eight-year-old Hogarth John Swale moved from Kendal to Giggleswick School when
his father died. His mother Ann lived at Langcliffe Hall. Ann donated a third of the
cost of building of Holy Ascension church in 1838 and Hogarth was to become the
first vicar at the church.
By 1841 Hogarth had built Ingfield Hall (now known as the Falcon Manor) in Settle,
into which he planned to retire. His wife Mary died following the birth of their son
John. Hogarth married again, worked as chaplain to the British Embassy in Paris and
then retired to Settle, as planned.
Through the military in India, Hogarth’s son John met and married Blanche Voyle and
they had one son, Charles Alured Lambert Swale. John became Captain of the 7th
Hussars (Cavalry).
In 1876 John was reported missing off the
coast of Wales. His body was never
found. Son Charles was just 6 when his
father went missing and John’s wife
Blanche could not cope and was
admitted into an asylum, where she
remained for 40 years until she died.
Meanwhile, their son Charles was educated at a
private school and then Cambridge, going on to
become a barrister. He came back to Settle alone,
taking over Ingfield Hall and becoming a Trustee of
Holy Ascension Church.
Charles Alured Lambert Swale’s life ended
tragically, when he drowned in a pond in what
appeared to be suicide at the age of 43. Prior to this
he had, according to reports, asked that he be
watched.
This newspaper clipping tells us that he was
discovered ‘standing upright in a pond’.
The burial in consecrated ground of those who chose to take their own lives was a
matter for the clergy’s discretion. Charles was a Trustee of the church and a vicar’s
grandson, which stood him in good stead. His is not the only grave in the graveyard
that is the final resting place of one who has taken their own life.
In his will Charles left money for his mother’s care in the asylum. Blanche outlived
her son by another ten years. Charles also left money for his housekeeper and
gamekeeper.

(Grave D3)

A VISITATION OF GOD
Christopher Edmondson, a local solicitor was the first burial in the Ancient
graveyard. Christopher was born in 1802 into a successful farming family in the
Forest of Bowland. By the age of 26 he was listed in the Settle Trade Directory as
an ‘Attorney in Law’. In 1829 he married Sarah Watson from Carnforth and they
went on to have six children, although one died in infancy. Their youngest daughter
Sarah, was the second child to be baptised at Holy Ascension church just after it
was consecrated in October 1838.
Christopher suddenly died in
1839, aged just 36. The cause
of death was curiously
recorded as a “Visitation of
God”.
Occasionally, coroners would
describe the cause of death
in this way. It meant the
death was inexplicable and it
was thought that God had
decided that it was time for
the person to die. It later
came to mean that the person died of what we now call ‘natural causes’. The
newspaper article above states that he ‘fell and expired’, while working on his
garden.
Sons Edward and Christopher emigrated to Australia.
Daughter Jane married John Dawson Watson who was
a dashing artist, specialising in watercolours and who
illustrated many books including Pilgrim's Progress and
Arabian Nights. Edmondson’s grandchildren were also
talented dancers and artists, the most renowned being
painter, Dawson Dawson Watson, who was one of the
first members of the famous Impressionist colony in
Giverny, France, before moving to the United States
(pictured left in a portrait by American artist Hermann
Dudley Murphy).
Edmondson’s daughter Sally married into even greater wealth. Her husband, John
Postle Heseltine made his millions on the stock exchange and was a Trustee of the
National Gallery. Three of their children were awarded honours including Sylvia,
who received an OBE for her work during WW1. Sylvia married Sir Philip Hunloke,
a Groom-in-Waiting to George V. Their other children also mixed with the
aristocracy, daughter Dorothea helping the Princess Elizabeth to change tyres!
The burial of Christopher Edmondson was a notable first burial in the graveyard,
in contrast to the second burial, which was that of James Clemmy, an illegitimate
infant, buried in the infant section of the graveyard (EX30).

(Grave D9)

AN ANGEL IN THE HOUSE
During the lifetimes of many of those buried in Holy Ascension graveyard, the role
of women in society was to run an efficient home and take care of her husbands and
children. Many women married to avoid the social pity of being a spinster, some
married multiple times, some just once. Some were even fortunate to marry for love.
Ann Hardacre Lord (1800 – 1884) - Single mother to eight children
Ann married John Lord, a Stonemason, who died in 1843 just after the birth of their
8th child. Ann lived for another 30 years without ever re-marrying. To make ends
meet she worked as a “Pauper Baker”, whilst her children earned a few pennies at
the cotton mills in Upper Settle. To Ann’s credit, the whole family succeeded, despite
the day to day struggles. Ann died aged 84 and lies without a gravestone.

(Grave BX19)
Isabella Jackson Butterfield Laytham (1814 – 1870) – A truly unlucky wife
Isabella was the illegitimate daughter of Elizabeth Jackson, a woman who spent her
life in domestic service. In 1847 in Lancaster, Isabella met and married James
Butterfield, the son of a Settle Gardener. Four years earlier, James had been
responsible for killing a man.
According to an entry in the diaries of William Lodge Paley, on June 2nd 1843 46year-old William Hargreaves died after being shot in the shoulder by James
Butterfield whilst they were shooting sparrows.
The restrictions on shooting rights
had forced many members of the
working classes to look to other
means to pursue legal forms of
shooting. Sparrows were fair game.
William Hargreaves was an
unfortunate casualty.
Just six weeks after the marriage, James too died and was brought back to Settle for
burial (B9). In 1856, Isabella married John Laytham (B3), who worked as a druggist.
He was the son of a “cow leech doctor”. John died just four years later leaving poor
Isabella a widow once again.

(Grave B3)
Jane Barker Butler Hodgson (1817 – 1900) - A good business woman
Jane moved to Settle from Clitheroe. The mother to two illegitimate daughters
became the second wife of Phineas Butler, a Tosside Beer Seller who had become
the Innkeeper at the New Inn, Settle. Phineas died just a year after marrying Jane,
aged 48.
Undaunted, Jane took over the running of the New Inn with her sister Susannah. In
1869 Jane became the third wife of Lawrence Hodgson, a Stonemason and Builder.
When Lawrence died seven years later he left less than £100. Jane ran his property
business for another 25 years, and died with an estate valued at today’s equivalent
of £78,000!

(Grave OldD33)

NOT EVERYTHING YOU READ IS
ALWAYS GOSPEL TRUTH
Curiously, not everything you see on a gravestone is correct. They are often
engraved many years after the first burial in that plot and can be subject to human
error. In the Ancient graveyard, 10% of the names commemorated on gravestones
are not actually buried in the grave, they are buried elsewhere. This is not allowed
at Holy Ascension these days. Here are two examples:
John Bullock, a Stonemason married Elizabeth Sledding and they had seven children,
three of whom died in childhood. When John died Elizabeth married Thomas
Bordley. Are the details on their gravestone True or False?
In affectionate remembrance of John Bullock of Settle
who died March 27th 1854 aged 40 years

False: John was in fact only 38 when he died. He is not buried in E3 but in AX3
with three of his nieces and nephews.
Also of Elizabeth, widow of the above
who died April 10th 1877, Aged 60 years

Correct
Also Ellen their daughter who died Jan 13th 1841, aged 5 years.
Also of Robert their son who died Jan 12th 1846 aged 5 years.

False: Ellen and Robert both died just before their fourth birthdays and are buried
at St Akelda’s in Giggleswick.
Also of Elizabeth their daughter who died July 29th 1852 aged 5 years.

False: Elizabeth was nearly four and she is buried in AX17
Also of Thomas Bordley, second husband of the above
who died Jan 17th 1875 aged 64 years

Correct
The only people actually buried in this grave seem to be John’s widow Elizabeth
with her second husband Thomas Bordley.
Thomas Dixon Burrow, surgeon of Settle, died 1850, age 53
His son William Thomas Dixon Burrow surgeon of Settle, died 1860 at Ventnor
aged 34, interred at the old church Bonchurch, Isle of Wight.
Wife Mary Ann, died in London 1870 aged 65
John Holme Burrow, son of TD and MA Burrow, died in London 1876 aged 43,
buried in Brompton Cemetery.
Agnes Eliza Burrow, died 1891 aged 66, buried beside her brother JH Burrow.
Thomas Dixon Burrow and his two sons were well respected surgeons in Settle.
Daughter Agnes was a celebrated artist. They made quite a fortune from shares in
the railways during “railway mania” and also from the Staffordshire Potteries.
Thomas and his wife Mary Ann are the only bodies buried in D11 and it seems that
grave D12 is completely empty. Presumably Dixon bought two plots, planning to
bury the whole family together. All of his children would die and be interred
elsewhere.

(Graves D11 & D12)

WOMEN OF SUBSTANCE
Once married, a woman and her wealth became her husband’s property. Many
women who did not marry were simply not able to find a suitable husband, or they
preferred their liberty to marriage. Three such ladies lived in Settle.
The Jarry Sisters
When both parents died, Maria and Alphonsine Jarry came into a significant
inheritance, meaning that they had no need to continue to work as governesses.
They moved to Fernhill, a grand and beautiful house on Constitution Hill, with their
aged aunt Sarah.
The Craven Herald in 1923 remembers, “Residents from

some foreign shore appear to highly appreciate the
peaceful quietude of life in England after, maybe,
troublesome times in their own lands. Such a couple were
the Miss Jarrys who lived on Constitution Hill. Devoted
sisters, truly intellectual and Cranfordian in aspect, always
carrying an air of old fashioned dignity which was a
pleasure to witness. The two sisters were almost
inseparable and were seldom seen apart.” The two sisters
had in fact been born in Halifax and not ‘some foreign
shore’.
Neither sister married and they lived in Fernhill for the
rest of their lives. When Alphonsine died in 1912, she left
an estate equivalent today to over £1.1million. Much was
left to charity ‘to benefit of the aged and infirm of the Old
Parish of Giggleswick’.
A stained glass window in the church, which was created
by Arts & Crafts pioneer William Morris is dedicated “To

the memory of two sisters devoted to kind and good
works. RIP. Erected AD 1913 by parishioners and friends.”
Margaret Bolland of Townhead
The Bollands were very wealthy indeed and owned the old TownHead estate, with
family links to Langcliffe Hall, a grand and fantastic residence.
Margaret was described as “a wealthy old woman who…collected peacock

feathers diligently. She stitched them in rows on a long cloak she wore down to
her heels and as she trotted around in the summer sunshine she was quite a
gorgeous spectacle”.
Margaret never married, however she had a lifetime gardener at Townhead, Henry
Todd. She was known to be very fond of him. Henry’s grave is right next to
Margaret’s (E18) and it is possible that she paid for his gravestone.
When Margaret died her estate was worth the equivalent of £2million.

(Grave E16)

‘TIL DEATH US DO PART
In the 19th century a quarter of women were pregnant when they married. Marriage
typically lasted 14 years before the death of one partner.
Marriage was a
permanent union until one partner died. Mistresses, bigamy, desertion and violence
were not uncommon. Divorce was available after 1857 but was expensive, so
generally only for the wealthy. The poorer had to find other ways to deal with it.
William Frederick Pierson
William (1821 – 1883) hailed from Hertfordshire and became Vicar at Holy Ascension
in 1848. Two years later he married Margaret Birkbeck and they had five children,
though a daughter died in infancy.
Alfred was their youngest son, who described himself as a “gentleman of no
occupation”. In 1885 he married Beatrice Lonsdale Bing, a Stage Singer (stage name
Minnie Palmerstone). Five years into the marriage Alfred
discovered letters delivered to her bearing several different
names.
Beatrice, it transpired was already married and known as
Beatrice Lonsdale Pierson otherwise Beatrice Lonsdale Bing
otherwise Beatrice Elizabeth Couzens otherwise Eliza
Bardsley otherwise Beatrice Elizabeth Griffiths. The case
was reported in the papers after the marriage was declared
annulled. Alfred remarried a year later.

(Graves E26, 27, 28)
James Twisleton (Twistleton, jnr) and his wife Amy
James, was an Accountant at the age of 15, and later a Solicitor’s Clerk. His head
was turned by 24-year-old widow Annie Amy Hamilton, Landlady of the Old Naked
Man. They went on to have four children in the next five years - so far so good.
The next two censuses, however, show James was living with his mother in Settle
and Annie was not registered anywhere. In 1884, Annie took James to the divorce
courts on the grounds that he “hath refused and still refuses to render her conjugal
rights”.
The divorce courts could be used for a “restitution of conjugal rights”. This was an
action relating to marriage, over
which the ecclesiastical courts
would have had authority and
was where a husband or wife
was guilty of "subtraction"; that
is, living away from their spouse
without a good reason.
If the suit was successful, the married couple would be required to live together and
this is what happened to James and Annie. They were living together in the next
census though they are, rather appropriately, buried apart.

(Graves CX7 and OLD E66)

BY ROYAL APPOINTMENT
Being geographically remote, Settle has always been a little behind the times mechanisation in cotton mills, gas lighting and even credit card swipe technology
arrived long after they had taken hold elsewhere. So how did this small town
produce some of this country’s most advanced young women?
The Robinson Family Tomb
This impressive family tomb commemorates some of Settle’s most unusually gifted
and passionate residents. Henry Robinson, a Lincolnshire solicitor married Epsey
Dale, the daughter of a London piano maker. They moved to Settle where Henry and
his sons were successful solicitors and Henry was a representative for the Settle
Liberal Party. Epsey died in 1861 just after the birth of their ninth child, Charlotte.
Henry died in 1870 and left an estate worth the equivalent today of £1.3million.
Their children went on to devote their lives to hugely successful careers as well as
becoming driving forces for social and political reform, the most notable being their
youngest daughter Charlotte and their grand niece Elspeth.
Charlotte was an incredible
artist, and was appointed as
Queen Victoria’s “Home Art
Decorator” in 1887. Charlotte
lived with Emily Faithfull, a
journalist
and
women’s
suffrage activist. She was
appointed
publisher
in
ordinary to Queen Victoria and she and Charlotte
led a happy life until Emily died in 1895. She left
her whole estate to Charlotte “…my final lover, as

some little indication of my gratitude. . .for the
affectionate tenderness and care which made the
last five years of my life the happiest I ever spent.”.
When Charlotte died she left her estate to her
niece Elspeth McClellan, a rare and talented
female architect. When Elspeth trained as an
architect, she was the only female student among
600 men. She was described as the first woman
to practise as an architect and worked within a
style sitting within the Arts & Crafts Movement.
Elspeth was a woman living in a man’s world and was soon swept
into the Edwardian Suffrage Movement, achieving a certain notoriety
in 1909 when she was one of the two ‘human letters’ sent to the Prime
Minister. At this time the PO allowed people to be “posted”.
Elspeth, along with a Miss Solomon were “delivered” by messenger to
Downing Street. An official refused to sign for the women and
eventually they were returned to the offices of the WSPU.

(Grave C11)

SUFFER THE LITTLE CHILDREN
Between 1839 and 1855, 42 percent of burials in the graveyard were for children aged
five or under. It is a sad fact that typically, a fifth of infants died before reaching
their fifth year, though chances of survival increased considerably over the age of
five. Here are the stories of a few of the children who are commemorated with
gravestones.

Samuel Waller died July 19th 1847 aged 6 wks
Francis Waller died Feb 5th 1849 aged 14 wks
Samuel and Francis were two of the five children of John Johnson Waller, a draper
who was born in 1816 at the Black Horse in Giggleswick. He was the eldest of at least
13 children of the Innkeeper, John Waller and his two wives. Six of his siblings died
in childhood, one dying of a ruptured blood vessel in his head.

(Grave B11)
Frank and Guy infant twin sons of Arthur (and Mary)
Brewin, died August 1874
Frank and Guy Brewin were the twin sixth and
seventh sons of Arthur Brewin, the Schoolmaster at
Giggleswick School. Brewin, originally a Middlesex
man lived at Bank Well in Giggleswick. His six other
children were educated at Oxford and went on to
enjoy successful military and nursing careers.

John and Richard Parker died 1846, aged 15 and 17,
both of whom were drowned whilst bathing in the
River Ribble, on Sunday evening June 26th 1848
John and Richard Parker were two of the six children
of Stephen Parker, who was responsible for the
construction of the large building next to The Folly. In
1846 brothers Richard and John went to play with
friends. The brothers got into difficulty in the river and
tragedy struck, as both drowned.
The boys’ brother, Joseph had twin boys in 1872, also
called John and Richard. They both died after 17 days
and are buried in the graveyard

(Grave E14 & E15)
Of course, the vast majority of child deaths went unmarked. In the south east corner
of the graveyard are 13 infant graves, close to the gravestones for the Brewin twins
and for Mary Emily Pierson, the second vicar’s daughter who died when she was 2.5
days old.

(Grave E25)

THE TWISTS AND TURNS
OF LIFE
Charles Ratcliffe, died 1850 aged 64, and his wife Nancy died 1848 aged 57 years,
Blessed are the peaceful
The inscription suggests a regular peaceful death for an elderly (in those days) couple.
Charles Ratcliffe (1786 – 1850) and wife Nancy came from Colne in Lancashire. By
the 1830s, Charles worked as a cotton manufacturer at Bridge End Mill, one of the
five mills in Settle. In 1841, daughter Ellen lived with them after she became
widowed from a Kirkby Lonsdale surgeon Richard Fell Gregg.
Nancy died in 1848, when 63-year-old
Charles then went on to marry 21year-old Mary Ann Hartley from Great
Marsden, Lancashire who was already
pregnant with their daughter, Mary
Ellen. Mary Ann tried to continue the
cotton business with her brother Henry
after Charles’ death but eventually
became a successful milliner.
What happened to Charles and Nancy’s daughter Ellen?
By 1849, it seems Ellen married an
attorney’s clerk called Frederick
Furlonger
from
Warminster.
Frederick was an aspiring solicitor
and had invested in the railways,
swept along like so many others with
“railway mania”.
He lost a
considerable amount of money,
making him desperate. In 1850, he
embezzled one pound and 12 shillings
from his employer in Woodbridge,
Suffolk. During the trial it appeared that he used an alias “Joseph Symonds”, had
forged paperwork and had committed bigamy as he had a previous wife, Sophie and
a child. Frederick was sentenced to 12 months’ imprisonment with hard labour.
Ellen was found in the 1851 census as Ellen Gregg, with their son Charles, living in
Staffordshire. Did this have anything to do with the death of Ellen’s parents in 1848
and 1850?
Ellen and Frederick married officially in 1861 following the birth of their second son
(and perhaps the death of his first wife, Sophie). They continued to live quietly with
their two sons in Wiltshire.

(Grave D17)

MORE THAN SIX FEET UNDER
Even hard-working tradesmen have to take some leisure time. Sometimes
extraordinary discoveries are made when they are least expected. The following
two gentlemen are celebrated in Settle for just such a thing.

Michael Horner and Joseph Jackson, discovered and explored Victoria Cave in 1837
Michael Horner, Tinsmith, died 1878 aged 65
Michael Horner was out walking with friends, and “saw some
foxhounds disappearing into some Foxholes”. He went back
later and after displacing some rocks discovered a huge void.
The cave was called Victoria Cave to mark the accession of
Queen Victoria in 1837, the year it was discovered.
Horner became the first human to set foot within for 1200
years.
Photo Courtesy Tom Lord

Michael Horner was born in Feizor, one of 13 children and worked as a tin plate
worker, musical instrument maker, brazier and gunner, with retail premises in
Market Place. He and his wife Ellen had 5 daughters.

(Grave B27)
Joseph Jackson, plumber and amateur archaeologist died 1886, aged 69
Jackson was Horner’s employer and when he was told about the cave, he obtained
permission to explore further. Joseph was the first to enter the back chamber. He
soon realised the archaeological significance of the cave, which was later to come
to the attention of evolutionary scientists Charles Darwin and Charles Lyell. It took
Jackson many years to get approval and to undertake a more in-depth, yet still
amateur examination of the cave.
Joseph was a maltster’s
son from Ingleton who
became a plumber and
later went into business
with another plumber
John Handby. He was a manager of Settle Gas Company for nearly 20 years and
was also a director of the (unsuccessful) Settle Mining Company, which was set up
in 1856 in the hope of discovering coal.
Joseph supplemented his income by
enabling people to view his
archaeological discoveries and became
merely a “site superintendent” at
Victoria Cave while professional
excavation began by the Settle Cave
Exploration Committee from 1870
(established by Darwin and Lyell).

(Grave OLD13)

THE SIMPLE TRUTHS OF
LIVING AND DYING
Poverty and disease caused havoc to families in the 19th century. Some succeeded,
others didn’t. Here are the contrasting stories of two unrelated families, both with the
surname Armitstead.
John Armitstead, Bank Manager
Mary Armitstead died 1839 aged 12 years.
Also Elizabeth Armitstead died 1847 aged 21 years
William and wife Isabella Armitstead died in the 1830s leaving four orphaned children:
John, Mary, Elizabeth and Jane. Isabella’s elderly father John Robinson, an agricultural
labourer brought up the children.
Young John managed to have an education at The
Royal Free Grammar School at Giggleswick, which
had endowments from wealthy benefactors to
supplement education for the poor. Sisters Mary
and Elizabeth died in their early years. Grandad
John also died in the 1840s leaving Jane
housekeeping with her brother John, now a
solicitor’s clerk. Jane married William Bell, a
Scottish linen draper. Eighteen months after the wedding, upon the birth of her second
child Jane died.
In the meantime, brother John had become a Bank Manager in Skipton. John lived with
brother-in-law William and the two children. William remarried and moved to
Darlington. John was later promoted to bank manager of the Craven Bank in Ilkley,
where he served for 20 years.

(Grave D4)
Christopher Armitstead, Labourer
In 1841, Christopher was a Labourer in Langcliffe living with four children and his mother,
Ann. Christopher had moved from Horton-in-Ribblesdale with wife Martha presumably
for work, after the deaths of two infant daughters. Christopher’s father had died in
Giggleswick Workhouse one year before.
Wife Martha died in 1841, aged 33 and is buried in Holy Ascension, as is their son William
who died later that year aged ten. Christopher himself too died the same year, aged 47.
He is buried with William. This left three children, John, Mary and Betty orphaned.
Perhaps grandmother Ann was able to look after the children for a while but she died
in 1845.
Daughter Mary died in January 1842 aged 19. Daughter Betty died in Giggleswick
Workhouse in 1849 aged 14 and is buried at St Alkelda’s, Giggleswick.
There are no further records for son John or for daughter Mary and Mother Ann. We do
not know where they are buried. Though there are no gravestones, newspaper cuttings
nor obituaries for families like these, they are just as an important part of our heritage.

(Graves DX8, BX11)

WHERE THERE’S A WILL…
Burials cost a lot of money and a gravestone even more, therefore was unaffordable for
most working class families. Some had insurance for burials. Many shared mourning
clothes for funerals. Unsurprisingly, only a few working class families had a gravestone.
John Slinger died 1869, aged 53, wife Mary died 1878 aged 59
John started life as a Cotton Weaver at Runley Bridge Mill. In 1842, he was involved in
a small riot at the Spread Eagle Inn and was later recorded as appearing before the
magistrates for illegally fishing with trout roe. John was married to Mary Hargreaves
and they had eight children. By the 1851 census he was described as a Pauper Weaver,
so supplementing the family's diet with fish would have been very important.
Evidence suggests that John and Mary would have been living hand to mouth, so how
could they possibly have afforded to have a gravestone?
At least three children: Elizabeth, George and Mary Jane died in infancy. Of those that
survived, all had working class jobs, and all but one moved away.
Daughter Harriet married railway worker David Plank
and they moved to Lancaster, bringing up 10 children. In
1913 most of the family emigrated to Canada. In May 1915,
Harriet booked a trip back to Lancaster (New York to
Liverpool) to see her other children. She sailed on the
Lusitania. The Lusitania sank on 5th May 1915. Amazingly
Mrs Plank was one of the survivors, but the shock killed
her and she died on 31 July 1915 following an operation.
The Lusitania website tells us, “Her son, Hargreaves Plank, residing in England was a

disabled naval seaman, and was the first violinist at Loew's Winter Garden. He strongly
advised his mother not to travel until the war was over.”
Daughter Margaret stayed in Settle. She married Thomas
Bulcock, who became Gamekeeper to Charles Alured Lambert
Swale, the Grandson of the first Vicar of Holy Ascension, who
left a considerable annuity to Margaret and Thomas when he
tragically died by suicide. This will most likely have enabled them to pay for the
gravestone.

(Grave D16)
Mary Maria Blundell died 1849 aged 66
Mary Maria Blundell and her daughter Harriet worked as servants for Susannah
Constantine Robinson, a wealthy spinster in one of the large houses on Constitution Hill.
Susannah was known to be a generous benefactor and perhaps she paid for Mary Maria’s
splendid grave stone.
Daughter Harriet continued to work for Susannah Constantine
Robinson after her mother died. When Susannah died in 1862
Harriet may also have been left a sizeable legacy. When
she died in 1878 she left her whole estate to the local hospital.

(Grave B28)

AN UNSETTLING TRUTH
Without healthcare and before the welfare state, some people became so full of despair
that they took their own lives, often recorded as a moment of temporary insanity. So
far we have discovered seven cases of suicide in the graveyard. Surprisingly, all of
these unfortunate people were from professional, religious or trading backgrounds.
The Church of England has had strict rules about these burials. Before 1823 suicides were
buried either in unconsecrated ground, or without ceremony on the north side of the
churchyard. From 1823, suicides could be buried in consecrated ground, but only at night
and without any religious ceremony. After 1880, suicide burials were allowed at any
time of day with prayers at the graveside, but not in the church. It was not until 2015
that the General Synod decreed that suicidal burials could have full funeral services
inside the church.
John Himsworth 1817 - 1860
John was a Solicitor’s Clerk, who married Alice Bowskill,
the sister of William Bowskill, the Blacksmith who built
Bowskill’s Yard. John is reported to have taken his own
life aged 43 after the birth of his ninth child. He left
Alice with £200 in his will - a substantial sum in 1860.
Youngest son William died aged four. Daughter Eliza died aged 50, a life-long “imbecile”
at Giggleswick workhouse. They are both buried in the ancient graveyard. His widow,
Alice died in an asylum in York in 1879.
The coroner reported five suicides in the Craven area in 1896/7. The fourth and fifth
were in Settle.
James Tomlinson Handby, 1846 – 1897
A tailor and churchwarden for over 40 years. Handby had
spent several years working in New Zealand as a tailor.
He was a Wesleyan preacher and teetotaller. He shot
himself while temporarily insane in March 1897, leaving
over £500 to his wife and son.

(Grave D5)
Henry Hayton, 1857 - 1897,
Hayton was another tailor. He was living in Liverpool and
had been out of work for 15 weeks, with failing eye sight.
Henry was aged 40 when he hanged himself in an
outhouse at the Royal Oak whilst temporarily insane.

(Grave B8)
Charles Alured Swale, 1870 - 1913
The grandson of Holy Ascension’s first Vicar, Swale was a Barrister, Cricketer and
Trustee of the church. Despite his full life he drowned himself whilst in a state of
depression, aged 43.

(Grave D3)
We have discovered 3 more suicidal deaths so far in the OLD graveyard.

MEMENTO MORI

Remember that you will die
Our ancestors thought about death as much as they did life. They reflected on their
mortality, often motivated by religious belief and care for their eternal souls.
Death was not to be feared but revered and mourning was an integral part of the ritual
of dying, for those left behind.
Queen Victoria set a high bar for any future mourners, following the death of her
beloved Albert. Mourning etiquette became an integral part of what became social
grieving and the periodicals of the day, The Queen and Cassell’s both outlined in depth
the appropriate mourning etiquette.
Dresses for deepest mourning were usually made of black,
non-reflective paramatta silk or bombazine, which was
cheaper. The dullness of the fabric was essential in
absorbing the light and not reflecting it back in a
captivating, or pleasing way.
The length of mourning depended on your relationship to
the deceased and different periods of mourning were
dictated by society in order to reflect what was considered
your ‘natural period’ of grief. Widows were expected to
wear full mourning for two years (Queen Victoria wore
hers for the remainder of her life). For children mourning
parents or vice versa the period of time was one year, for
grandparents and siblings six months, for aunts and uncles
two months, for great uncles and aunts six weeks and for first cousins four weeks.
Victorian life was suffused with death. An unsettling way to
remember the deceased was to capture them in a post-mortem
photograph. These would be studio portraits of the deceased,
surrounded by their close family. They were often held up in a
standing position by special props, or sat comfortably in a chair.
They were so beautifully staged that often it was difficult to
work out which of the sitters was the deceased.
Other ways to cherish the dead included the
creation of beautiful jewellery. Often pieces
would incorporate a lock of their hair. Many
objects were very intricate and made from
jet, a fossilized wood, which was excavated
along the east Yorkshire coast, particularly in
Whitby, or bog oak. We have several
mourning brooches, which you can see within
this exhibition, along with other mourning
jewellery from our collection.

Many thanks to the British Museum for the use of the image above

